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PRICE FIVE CENTS. 


by 

arrearage 


*ght aTaobnt 
must be 
isoount 
tbe date 
from the tliue 
If gn mnoWinf*e 
ship Committee, tbe 
should refer to the date of the resolu¬ 
tion making the same. The only 
emegt Jn the system is J the Vrtit 
e shewing of the arrearage. book that 
rials iaAs romala .unpaid; but the 
two advertisements and the notice pro¬ 
vided for above would seem to render 
a proper manner; that several parties I the chance of falsification of the Arrear- 
• lalwed that tbej had paid their taxes, age book pracUc^iy impossible.’) ( < j 
but had not received credit for the same; As regards past transactions the Com- 
that Q“ cash book was kept lu tbe Col- niittee recommended the employment of 
lector* office; and that tbe cash had *n expert bookkeeper for two purposes: 

n**t been balanced in many years. The First—The verification of tbe Col- 

Auditing Committee was thereupon dl- lector’s books as they stand, 
reeted to investigate these matters, and Second—The opening of a new set of 

also the Whole system $f township hook- hooks, Starting the arrearage book/with 
keeping, and to recomfhend any nested pill hack taxes shown to be uh{%l<t by 


tend any needed 

reform. 

The Auditing Coipmitte^ after an in¬ 
stigation of the township books and 
several interviews with various town* 
ship officials, reported iu port as fol¬ 
lows? “ No improv€p»ent in the methods 


the present books. 

And tbe Committee also recommended 
that the correctness of tbe arrears of 
taxes should be ascertained from tbe 
taxpayers themselves.. 
t Tbe Committee also stated that no 


pursued by the Treasurer and Clerk are 1 cash book having been kept in the past, 

and the duplicate not showing dates, 
of payment deductions from or ad¬ 
ditions to the amount of tax, we do not 
see how anything more can be done 
towards ascertaining whether the Col¬ 
lector has accounted for all moneys re- 


sutfRcsted. The bookkeeping of the 
Collector’* department, however, de¬ 
serves the severest condemnation and 
^bould be changed without delay. In 
4rder to relieve the Township Com¬ 
mittee of the responsibility of permitting 


a system, or rather lack of system, which ceived, or whether without authority he 
offers such unlimited opportunity for I has made deductions. 


cardr-isueas and dishonesty, that loss 
to the township and discredit if not 
dishonor to .township officers Is ever 
possible. If not probable. 


Cpon tbe rendering of this report the 
Township Committee authorized the 
employment of an expert. The Com¬ 
mittee subsequently reported In part as 


“Iu order to reduce the possibilities l fallows: That after a careful Iitvest4ga- 
of tbe loss of public money to* minimum [ tlou it bad employed Mr. Richard F. 
we would suggearthe following system* Stevens. .At the request of the 06m- 
•yi» Let the Collector be charged, as niittee be made a preliminary inspection 
it present,*wlth the full amount of tbe of the Collector^ I»ook8, and gave us bis 
txi-levy. Let him be required to keep opinion that it would be Inqiossible to 
iva*h book showing the items of his ascertain w hat was due and owing the 
daily receipts and disbursements, each township or to inaugurate a proper 
item specifying the name, amount, and system of accounts without going over 
general nature of tbe transaction; that the Collector’s books from the very be- 
i»t<» say, wheu a tax bill Is paid let the ginning. This view corresponding with 
caab book show the date of payment, those that the Committee was com- 
tbe u* payer's name, U»e yysf>. taxes pel led to take from its own care- 
paid, the amount of discounts or In- ful investigation, the*, expert was 
tere*t and costs, and the total amount told to begftu work. The Committee 
received; If a sidewalk MU pakl, let also said at that' time, '*11 Is but just 
tke cash book show the name of the to ATr. Marr to state that bis system is 
avner of the premises, the situation of neither better nor worse than that of his 
tb« pre ni isa c , the SumAegoflfeottald, the predecessors In office. Why It has Wen 
6SK>unt paid, and the date of payment, permitted to so long exist Is utterly 
Then* should also he appropriate refer- I unaccountable.” 

eare* to the tax duplicate, sidewalk as- The results of the expert’s work are 
*ttsment hook, arrearage book, etc. The embodied in his own reports on file, and 
mb book should also show the amounts * summary of these results will also he 
paid County Collector and Township found In the last report of the Auditing 
Treasurer and the School lL»anl Jls- Committee. One feature of the methods 
burtements. pursued in the Collector’s department 

“ibi There should bd an arrearage was developed which was unknown to 
book iu the nature of a personal ledger, the Committee at the time of its reports, 
ao account being opened with every tax- viz.: that tbe Collector had kept a series 
payer. At a certain period every yeai; of tax-receipt books, in which he entered 
all unpaid taxes for that year should be amounts received, but without da 
carrie«i from the duplicate to fche^pr- | receipt. Had these books l^^accdrate- 

debited with tbe nopaM tax df that year. 1 groundwork for accurate results, but In 

^ • t^tfa^ bund reds of taxes, amount 


BONDS. 


VIEWS OF 


MANY TAXPAYERS 
SUBJECT. 


ON THIS 


• / f 1 • 5*. A 

A Majority of Thane Interviewed Favor 


/ 


the Townehip For Hubet^utlal 


Iaprovement. 


4aoire of all delinquent taxpayer* from 
ik« arrearage ImmA with the amount 
• l- All.I publish them In tbf newspaper. 
Ribe «nd of two years the pr«»|>erty 
ul.t be mid, end In addition to tbe 
hfal adver t ls MS eat noth* ahauM be 
wr>«s| ,»q l^ie taxpayer wkuee property 
*•**. be «*4d. .Whan a |dev of property 
M Md at the ctpirseUm of any two 
.but, the cowls may einply he charged 
• ’ the prupeftf la the arrearage 


tug In all to the 
were marked paid upon the 
and not eutersd In any receipt book. 
Here tbeu exlata aa element of uncer¬ 
tainty which caa never he cured, for at 
this late day It canaot be proved whether 
wbeu ••Paid” was marked opposite the 
tai tbe IVIIector rm'idvei more or less 
time the fec^ of the tel- That 
tlwwh Is so means of kAo«h. K 
when the taxpayer paid tbe lax he was 
allowed deductions or charged UiUtfewt. 

The Committee wrlsheM to say In this 
cotiuection thnt lbs work of tbe ei|w*rt 
slid the Investigation of the Coin in It lee 
* turning to the necoauf of tbe tiers .mi md only show no evidence of any deeirr 
uPb.Ms »rsa>r they are taxed, taking <»• the part of Mr. Marr to hold bad 
»mit <*f back fates charged and 


«. % 


la caae tack taxes shall l*e paid, 
nonet n ec e s sary |o clear (he 
tv caa he inoarUiapl In a moment i 


pAiog lutereat to date of payment. 
•iwefct p#|d will bn tbe taxes and 
i •(*% 1 rimed In the arrearage 
ul , *3 

ee$F’*4 la v" ♦ cfffc|f Mf.k 




* | [f rtfV las 

e debit sfile of IkspSq 


• i i 


mad# 


M> 


erty 


lha itaiua oi 
that of ttm 
“foes, aJ 


from the Towuablp what was justly due 
It, hut oh the .*eatrsry pateent the f*rjr 
SI reagent, net teswy rdtwxnlr*, ^xirtetn'e 
of tbe strl\-hMt Integrity on Ik# part of 
Mr.f Man ) Me has minis as many ami 
(rtsl rrr guind himself as he has 

}the .^ # 

re«Af!f |B R <,f 

Um'VI' ert aa^l lhap 0,wliu# ,Btt r#B 
to, copies oiaft ^ exhlhlla and 

(dared It dMpuaal 


During the past week The Citizen has 
Interviewed a large number of Bloom¬ 
field’s prominent taxpayers on the sub* 
ject of bonding the town, 
given below: 

Halsey M. Barrett—I see no way of 
meeting the obligations which the 
township has assumed under the joint 
contract for a trunk sewer to be u$ed In 
common with the city of Orange and the 
township of Montclair, other th*vn by 
the Issue of bonds for whatever amount 
the necessities of the case shall require. 
I am opposed to bonding the township 
for other local purposes, because where 
that method of deferred payment Is once 
adopted, the temptation to pursue It 
seems irresistible. I am willing to vote 
for annual appropriations for roads, 
sidewalks, and other local purposes to 
any amount which tbe judgment of my 
fellow citizens shall pronounce to he 
wise and prudent. I regard debts os an 
unmitigated curse to an Individual or 
to a community, und think It Important 
to avoid them aa far as we can do so. 

William A. Baldwin, when asked If he 
favored bonding the town, answered: 
“No, at present I cannot say that I am. 
Roads are a very great attraction to In¬ 
tending residents, but they may be 
secured at too great a sacrifice. The 
preseut method of building stone roads 
is necessarily slow. I The cost of six or 
eight-Ipch macadam Is about one dollar 
per running foot, that Is $6,000 per mile, 
we will say. Last year we raised for 
building stone roads $8,000 and for re¬ 
pairs of stone roads $2,000 additional. 
This appropriation, It will be seen, will; 
build about one and one-half miles of 
road per year, and repair say one mile 
more. Now there are, I am told, sixty 
miles of road In the township. Thus it 
wtll readily be seen we are" progressing 
very slowly at present. *Then let us 
bond,' some will say. Well, bonds are 
laid upon the whole township.' . To build 
sixty miles of roads will cost WOO,000 at 
$TA) per mile. We have about $40,000 
already invested in stone roads. Then 
there will need to be espeuded $200,000 
to |*ermlt the whole township to share 
the benefits. The Interest on this large 
sum is $13,000 per.year and a large sum 
additional will be needed to keep tbe 
road* In repair, besides meeting pay¬ 
ments on the principal.” 

Amzi Dodd—The vague question of 
bonding the township is one on wblqb I 
am not prepared to express an opinion. 

Janies C. Beach—I presume the ques¬ 
tion of bonding the township will come 
up before the town meeting. There are 
a great many questjons involved with It 
that would--^aT^tuJTbs carefully con- 

e )a system of 

5 f£> j * 

.tSUSy W6 that the 
roads are properly ruadat Mr. Beach 

undertake 

that wtui^d emhracg 
tha whole sixty mllea of/toads In the 


t 


George. W. Cuuk I do 
to 

of road 1 
put sewers hi osr 
taka to bond the tows f 
of tasking stone roads w 
do It for hack an amount 
tie whole tows. 

Hcymour P. Ollbert -I a 
almost any plaa that will 
ruada. but prefer paying 
bonding, when It can be «t« 

Increasing onr tax rate. In 
tax levy waa Increased about 
liriO without Incrsaalsg nui tai 
1891 over H390. Hlity-flve yfepadred 
d dlaie of this increase waa f<*Japs*lal 
Keep down the »fi|(oer i 


where we will come out. The outlet 
sewer Is an entering wedge. We were 
told It would cost $30,000; the general 
oplalon is that it will cost us far in ex¬ 
cess of that sum. 

Charles H. Halfpenny says to bond 
the town is the right thing to do. 

Francis Law favors bonding, providing 
It is for a sufficient sum to apply gener¬ 
ally all over the town, and the money 
to be expended for a superior quality of 
work} thinks the present method of 
road feonatructlon very unsatisfactory. 

The result is-®lor favors bonding for a 

sufficient sum to macadamize all the 
streets la the town; does not' approve 
of the quality of work recently done. 

W. B. Corby thinks the town could be 
greatly hn proved by bonding. 

-Ell.Harris would want to know full 
partiielars as to amount and how It was 
propped to spend it before expressing 
an opinion ; thinks tbe present method 
Is good enough for several years yet. 
With a large sum of money in their 
hands, h# thinks the town officials would 
not egerolse the same economy in ex¬ 
pending It aa under the present system. 

J. P. Hoherff favors bonding for bard 
roads, sewers, electric lights and all 
kinds of public Improvements; thinks k 
will Induce people to take up their 
residence here; thinks the present policy 
punned In road construction a very poor 
one; noads do not last any time. 1 
Lewis Dawkins—Bonding is the best 
tiling that can be done; it is necessary 
for the future growth of the town. 

ItedbdPK. Dodd favors bonding, and 
thln&s It ought to have been done several 
years Ago. 

Frank 0. Benson is opposed to any 
tiondlng at present; feels that It would 
be uafair to Glen Ridge. 

Gao. H. Sedgwick—Whether I favor 
bonding or not depends on what they 
propose to do with the money. If they 
are going to macadamize all tbe streets 
with the money, I do favor it; ^ It Is 
proposed to macadamize dfefy a few 
street s and compel everybody to pay for 
It, I do not. I believe that the cost of 
all tpad and sidewalk , improvements 
should be levied directly on the property 
benefted, w 

Charles W. Martin declined to lie 
quoted oa the subject at present. 

E. D. Ackerman favors bonding for 
roads and sewers. 

Tax Objector A. C. Marr is heartily In 
fay* t - of bonding for substantial ira- 
pn nuidfn 

David Poet favors bonding; considers 
the natural facilities of this town equal 
to any of the Oranges, nml with good- 
roads property here would bring just as 
good a price as Orange property. 

Arthur 8pragg favors bonding for 
three tbiags—roads, sewerage, and a 
town hall. 

Thomas Flannary favors bonding for 
mads, but not for such light roads as 
those lately constructed; suggests bonds 
of small denomination so that jieople 
in the town can have a chant.e to invest 
in them, f 

Joseph A. Peloubet—I am In favor of 
bonding for roads and sewerage. It -will 

• _ 0 

ipwer our tax rate. The present amount 
spent on rood construction would pay 

TlrtrinmMi on Ika Inrunfti .nn 1 t 1 ^ re- 

(ulremenlp ut a sinking fund; Itut ure 
must haVI pMKi ihmuIa sihI so more 
patch wui$l 

Wm. R. Hall lam heartily In favor 
o£J)o$^|__ 

favors Minding, t bisks 
method of making |m 



|>Uf |MHM*a. 


ap 


THE SPECIAL MEETING. 


JOS. L. MUNN CLAIMS THE TOWN OWES 
MR. MARR OVER $1,400. 


The Committee Adjourned Without Tak- 
. In* Any Action on the Report*—To 
Meet Next Wednesday. 
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r fR|H)ii f$fb$> having N'cn ca¬ 
rat number. Mr. Hunt# 
, . ( >pi»lote«l to look up all de- 
la i pay era and verify the Goi* 
l books. The result of the labor!- 
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Lewis K 

br I levee It would 
Joes pb D. Gallagher—In vb* 
fact that Olsa Ridge In 
separate from BhiomAcbl, 
possibly effect It, I do not 
press an opinion <hj a matter in 
would probably 

.JU-dktHrWomMTe t«»> early 

j sewerage waa 
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,-I think $MMi,ft$0 
bw public lmprm*e- 

Van Oles4*n favtire Itomling 

Voorbee* This town «ll 
In some r**fic4<Le. and 
la the matter of mads. I 
some years ago we ehould 
better system of mail 
t. 

Htllcs thinks that to tswiil 
mad conatruotUni would be 
a good tblpg to do, but care must be 
taken that the work la properly 

44fh M’loheimer think* the bonding 
system th# most economlcxI for carrying 
on Impmfipments. • 

Rudolph llruett If It is pn»p<>e*d to 
do good wwrk on thA roads and finish 
them Ifdlllii curtdng aad aid<*walks, I j 
l H) JA{>g for s liberal aniouut. 

Wood -1 favor bonding and 
ought to have been 
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Town Committeemen Gilbert, Half^ 
penny, Rayner, and 8eibert were the 
only members present at the special 
meeting held last Friday night to haar 
the final report of the Auditing Com¬ 
mittee. The Township Counsel 
present, also Tax Collector A. C. Man*, 
with bis counsel, Joseph L. Munn. | 

Mr. Halfpenny read the report of the^ 
Auditing Committee, which on motion 
of Mr. Rayner was received. The report 
is given in full in another column. 

Mr. Munn addressed the Committee 
in behalf of bis client, Mr. Marr,/ Mrl 
Munn said that be assumed that the 
Committee was to settle the questions 
that had arisen in connection with the 

I T r I 

township finances. The/ main object 
was to get to a point where they could 
act. Referring to the work of Mr.j 
Stevens, Mr. Munn said that he knew of 
no man who had abetter reputation aa anl 
expert accountant. 1 Tbe reports furnish¬ 
ed by Mr. Stevens Attested tbe fidelity 
of his work. The Investigation Mr. 
Stevens had been called upon to make 
was very different from that of investigat¬ 
ing a set of books In a bank or mercan¬ 
tile house. 

Tax accounts were largely problemati¬ 
cal. Mr. Marr on assuming the office 
of Collector had pursued the method In 
vogue for many previous years. 

Mr. Munn spoke of the courtesies ex¬ 
tended to himself and Mr. Marr byNthe 
Auditing Committee, and also of the fact 
that they hail been kindly furnished 
with mauuscript notes and other ma¬ 
terial of Mr. Stevens’s elaborate work. 
The meetings with the Auditing Com¬ 
mittee had been of a very friendly 
character, and the only object in view 
had been to get at tbe facts in tbe 
case. 

Mr. Munn stated tbe investigation 
pursued by himself did not e«>nsist of a 
complete review of Mr. Stevens’s work. 
In reference to the differences between 
a statement prepared by Mr. Munn and 
the report of Mr. Stevens, Mr. Munn 
said that Mr. Stevens’s report Indicated 
where they might be found. Exhibit D 
of Mr. Stevensa report, be said, dis¬ 
closed a number of them. Mr. Munn 
said he did not think it was fair to 
characterize tbe differences as errors on 
the part of the Collector. Some of them 
are errors, os were also some Items In 
Mr. Stevens's report. Mr. Stevens, he 
said, did not claim infallibility, and 
[thcity,were mistakes in his work. 
l“Mlstakes have been made by your 
Collector,” said Mr. Munn, “and we 
stand ready to have errors corrected.” 

Some of the mistakes with which Mr. 
Marr is charged, Mr. Munn said, were 
the fault of the Assessor, and for some 

i *= I n 

others the Collector, the Assessor, and 
the Town Committee were jointly re¬ 
sponsible. and it was not fair to charge 
[them u p to Mr. Marr In particular. 

bl UMn said that tbe great source 
from which t 
due id a practice that prevailed lb this 
Iowa, and which he Had not aeea In any 
other towg 

the margin of Ike 
ao or the word 
xpajer’k some. Mr. 
said that both the big* aad the word 
were open to various ti 

man charged with a tax xra 
In others that a settlement 
mede; In others an error la 

Mr. Munn aakd he had do eritleieoi to 
make of Mr. fekeveus'e course la trusting 
all Ibeee I net* ares aa raeh paid to Mr. 
Marr and charging them against him. 

Mr. Munn devoted much time to ex- 
plain lag a Met of items furnished by Mr. 
Mteveas uf amounts |*id which did not 
appear In the eaeb booh. Rome of the 
Items, Mr. Muaa said, the Auditing 
Committee agree d ought to be allowed 
Mr. Mart; others, such aa appeared In 
•chadale B, M*. M ubu said. Involved an 
exercise of judgment which the Audit¬ 
ing Committee did not care to assume 
the responsibility a( eaerulalag. He 
gave the Committee his view of tbe 
items la eahedule B. 

Mr. Mono gave the ftdlowlog fig u res 
as bis summary of the condition of the •' 
accounts: V Jl 


tat that the 


basis should be adopted as a starting 
point* of settlement. 

Mr. Rayner asked if tbe Auditing 
Committee had any recommendation to 
offer. ^ • 

Mr. Halfpenny said they had not. 

Mr. Gilbert suggested the adoption of 
Mr. Stevens’s report m a Heals of settle¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Munn objected on th« ground that 
Mr. Stevens’s report embodied a aumher 
of conjectures and opinions. For in¬ 
stance, It was Mr. Stevens's opinion 
that, Mr. Marr collected Interest on 
$10,000, which after a number of years 
would amount to a good deal., 

The Town Counsel said that the differ¬ 
ence between Mr. Marr and the account¬ 
ant seemed to be in the matter of 
/“overs.” The counsel said the question 
for the Committee to decide resolved 
Itself Into one of who was entitled to 
them, Mr. Marr or the town. 

Mr. Munn objected to a settlement on 
that basis, * as under It Mr. Marr waa 
kindly Invited to assume tbe burden of 
proof. 

Tbe Committee adjourned to meet 
March 2, when tbe matter will again be 
taken up. , >r 

“Ol4l Glory” Did Not Wavs. 

On tbe morning of Fourth of July last, 
Watsesslng was alive with patriotism. 

A new flag was flung to the breeze amid 
great enthusiasm. The glory of the 
stars and stripes was the theme of 
speech and song. The spectator who 
would have dared to Insinuate that the 
ebullition of patriotism was a mere 
passing transport would have been 
promptly knocked down. Alas! ex¬ 
perience has demonstrated that the re¬ 
flective spectator would have been In 
the right. Patriotism has apparently 
winked out in Watsesslng, for on Wash¬ 
ington's Birthday a bare pole greeted 
tbe eyes of those who passed through 
the centre. In every nook and corner 
of the land where liberty has a votary a 
flag should bedisplajed in honor of the 
name that Is synonymous with liberty— 
the name of Washington. Tbe people 
of Watsesslng should Institute an In¬ 
quiry and fix the responsibility for this 
failure to unfurl the flag. It is more 
than probable that some one individual 
is to blame for an act that reflects on 
tbe whole community. Tbe esteem 
manifested by the cosmopolitan popula¬ 
tion of Watsesslng for Eosoiusko, Kos¬ 
suth, Bismarck,; John Bjili, ViysUoa 
Bonaparte, and Bt. Patrick la all very 
creditable, but Americans should honor 
the name of Washington, whose memory 
will be adored when others shall have 
been forgotten. 

XroyeaiiK of Ik* Baptisl Charrh. 

Tbe improvements !n' the main sudl- 
ence rooms of the Baptist Church are 
about completed, and tbe church is In 
many respects a new building. Arrange¬ 
ment* are being made for the reopeaing 
services to be held on Sunday, Match 6. 
The Sunday services will be followed by 
meetings of a social character on the 
three following days. On Monday tbe 
local churches are Invited to join In tbe 
season of rejoicing. Tuesday is. to be 
Young People’s day. Wednesday is to 
be Members’ day, with a'Sermon by the 
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treat aa Wed 
needs v, one of whom had his ana In a 
•ling. The oflWr approached the man 
and asked him what be was sell lag, at 
tbe saiu4» time taking him by the ban 
dagwl ^rcu and finding out them pros 
nothing the matter with k. The man 
jumped a fence sod rolled over the em¬ 
bankment. Hay I Is captured him, but 
released him upon hia promising 
to get out of town. There has bean a 
enmber of auaf»(4 % lo«»a-iooking slraofm 
about lately. 
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method pu 
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Aa Mr, 0le\esa was but present to 
eg plain, aad those pximl^osld only 
QuajeeiufO, Mr. Muaa gave p* view aa 
to tike prvtiaMe aHKtd mflM0 by Mr. 
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The engagement Is 

Rev. Arnold W. Flsmei 
place aad now |**t«r 
Htrwet German P reebyteriaa ('bunch and 
editor of the IPeeegehsf, to a young led \ 
member y of a church la OUselauaii of 
which he wae the peel or. The taerrleK* 
ce r emony will take piaee la tlMiamti 
shortly after Raster. 
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gists, choruses, reed I nge. Kpri tat loo a, 
dialogues, etc., will be by the 
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